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Becca Grysko, PhD, CBIS

Education/Certifications

• PhD in Reading/Literacy Education

• Certified Teacher in Elementary Education (K-6), 
Exceptional Student Education (K-12), & Reading 
Education (K-12)

• Certified Brain Injury Specialist

Special Interests

• Assessment and intervention for struggling 
readers

• School re-entry support for children with 
acquired brain injury 



Learning Objectives 

1. To discuss the critical role of assessment in the 

hospital-based teaching and learning process.

2. To discuss several types of assessments that 

can be used to identify patient’s academic 

strengths and areas of need in the hospital 

setting. 

3. Demonstrate how assessment data can be 

used to formulate individual goals for patients 

and inform school re-entry recommendations. 

3 ASSESSMENT 101 FOR HOSPITAL TEACHERS



Data-Driven Instructional Cycle

• Regardless of the educational 
setting, assessment plays a vital role 
in the teaching- learning process.

• Data-driven instruction focuses on 
assessing student learning, 
analyzing assessment data and 
adjusting instruction in response to 
ongoing progress monitoring. 

• This approach helps teachers to 
design instruction that is directly 
aligned to their student’s individual 
needs.

• Data-driven instruction is especially 
important for hospital teachers who 
work with children with a wide 
range of skills and abilities.
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Importance of Assessment in 
Hospital-Based Educational Programming 

• Hospital teachers work with patients of all ages who have varying needs, abilities, 
and levels of understanding. 

• Many of our patients work significantly below grade level.

• Hospital teachers often receive little to no prior information about patient’s 
educational strengths, abilities, and areas of need.  

• We do not have time to teach an entire curriculum. 

• Our job is to provide individualized instruction and support. Therefore, we must 
understand our patient’s individual learning needs.
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Assessment is key! 



Types of Assessments
FREE

• Basic Phonics Skills Test (BPST)

• Core Phonics Survey

• San Diego Quick Test

PAID

• Qualitative Reading Inventory (QRI)

• IXL Diagnostic

• Kaufman Test of Educational Achievement (KTEA-3) 
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Basic Phonics Skills Test (BPST)
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Grade Level: K-3

Approximate Testing Time: 10 – 20 minutes 

• The Basic Phonics Skills Test (BPST) is a valid and reliable 
assessment of a student's ability to use knowledge of 
letter/sound correspondences (phonics) to decode words. 

• BPST III assesses letter sounds and words representing the 
following 12 kinds of patterns: 

• short vowels with consonants (CVC), 
• short vowels with consonant digraphs (sh, ch, th, wh), 
• short vowels with consonant blends (st, sn, fl), 
• short vowels with inflectional endings (ed, ing),  
• final e (fine), 
• long vowel digraphs (team)
• r-controlled (hurt), 
• other vowel digraphs and diphthongs (boil), 
• two-syllable words, 
• words with affixes
• multisyllabic words

• Any section in which a student achieved less than 80% 
proficiency represents a possible area of focus. 

file://orlfil01/dataorl/Common/PedsAcademy/Assessments/PA & Phonics/Basic Phonics Skills Test/Basic Phonic Skills Test - BPST - III.pdf


Core Phonics Survey
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Grade Level: PK-3

Approximate Testing Time: 10 – 30 minutes 

• The CORE Phonics Survey is also a valid and reliable 
assessment of a student's ability to use knowledge of 
letter/sound correspondences (phonics) to decode words.

• The CORE Phonics Survey assesses letter names and 
sounds and words representing the following kinds of 
patterns: 

• short vowels in CVC words,
• consonant blends and short vowels
• Short vowels ,digraphs, and –tch trigraph, 
• r-controlled vowels,
• long vowel spellings,
• variant vowels,
• low frequency vowel and consonant spellings, and  
• multisyllabic words 

• Students who score at the Strategic or Intensive levels will 
benefit from targeted instruction in the phonics concepts 
indicated. 

Includes 

nonsense words

https://cdnsm5-ss10.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_19566293/File/Academics/Exceptional%20Children%27s%20Services/CORE%20Phonics%20Survey.pdf


San Diego Quick 
Assessment (SDQA)
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Grade Level: PK-12

Approximate Testing Time: 10 – 15 minutes 

• The San Diego Quick Assessment of Reading Ability 
(SDQA) measures a student's recognition of words out of 
context. This assessment consists of graded word lists 
from Pre-K to 11th grade. Results from the SDQA can be 
used to estimate a child's instructional reading level. 

• Each list completed by the student can be scored as 
shown below: 

  Errors/List Reading Level
  1 error  Independent Level
  2 errors  Instructional Level
  3 errors  Frustration Level

• The student’s reading level is the last grade-level word 
list in which the student read eight or more words 
correctly.

https://readingsimplified.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/San-Diego-Quick-Assessment.pdf
https://readingsimplified.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/San-Diego-Quick-Assessment.pdf


Qualitative Reading Inventory
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Grade Level: PK-12

Approximate Testing Time: varies based on grade level

• The QRI-7 is an individually administered informal 
reading inventory (IRI) designed to provide information 
about a student's oral reading accuracy, rate of reading, 
and comprehension. Student scores are interpreted only 
in regard to the individual and not to any group norm.

• The QRI-7 contains narrative and expository passages at 
each level from pre-primer through high school. 

• Results from the QRI-5 can be used to identify a 
student's instructional reading level, determine areas of 
difficulty, and monitor student growth. 

Cost: Only $69.65 on Amazon!



IXL Diagnostic 
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Grade Level: PK-12

Approximate Testing Time: 45 mins per subject area

• IXL Diagnostic can be used to determine students' 
grade-level proficiency in math and English language 
arts. 

• Diagnostic levels correspond to grade levels. For 
example, a score of 850 indicates the student 
understands about 50 percent of 8th grade material.

• IXL's Diagnostic creates a personalized action plan for 
each student.

• Student Summary Report includes areas for growth and 
resources for at-home support. 

Cost: 4-subject classroom license includes one teacher 
login and up to 25 students for $599* per year 



KTEA - 3
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Grade Level: PK-12

Approximate Testing Time: varies based on number of subtests

• The Kaufman Test of Educational Achievement, Third Edition 
(KTEA-3) is an individually administered measure of academic 
achievement for grades prekindergarten through 12. 

• The KTEA-3 provides information about a student's academic 
strengths and weaknesses in reading, mathematics, written 
language, and oral language. 

• Provides age- and grade-based standard scores (M = 100, SD = 
15), age and grade equivalents, percentile ranks.

• Can be administered and scored using Q-Interactive, Pearson’s 
1:1 iPad Based Assessment System 

• Q-interactive pricing consists of an annual license for each 
user and a per-subtest usage charge. 

Click here to view pricing. 
Click here to view a sample score report. 

See Q-interactive in 

practice 

https://www.pearsonassessments.com/store/usassessments/en/Store/Professional-Assessments/Q-interactive%2C-Pearson%27s-1%3A1-iPad-Based-Assessment-System/p/100000773.html?tab=ordering
https://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/content/dam/school/global/clinical/uk-clinical/files/KTEA-3-Score-Report-Sample.pdf


Using EPIC SmartPhrase to 
Document Assessment Results 
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Data-Driven Instructional Cycle
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Setting Individual 
Learning Goals
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Enhanced Focus on Individual Patient Needs 

Individual learning goals provide both students and 
teachers with a clear understanding of the target 
knowledge. Setting individual learning goals helps 
hospital teachers align instruction to patients’ current 
learning level rather than their age or grade. 

Improved Measurement and Assessment

Because they’re measurable, SMART goals make 
progress tracking and outcome assessment easier and 
more effective. 

Increased Motivation and Engagement

Achievable and time-bound goals help motivate and 
engage learners by providing clear expectations and a 
sense of accomplishment. 



S.M.A.R.T. Goals 
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S.M.A.R.T. Goals 

• Specific: Use action verbs to precisely define what the patient will achieve.

• Measurable: Must include criteria for measuring progress and outcome.

• Attainable: Ensure goals are realistic and achievable. 

• Relevant: Customized to the patient’s needs.

• Timely: Provides a timeline, including a goal end-date.
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Individual Learning Goals - Examples
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1. _____will be able to produce the most frequent sound for each consonant with at least 
80% accuracy over 3 consecutive sessions. 

2. _____ will be able to produce the short sound for the five major vowels with at least 80% 
accuracy over 3 consecutive sessions. 

3. _____ will be able to decode consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) words with at least 80% 
accuracy over 3 consecutive session. 

4. _____ will be able to compare the number of objects (0 to 20) in two groups using the 
terms less than, equal to or greater than with at least 80% accuracy over 3 consecutive 
sessions. 

5. _____ will be able to add one-digit whole numbers with sums from 0 to 10 with at least 
80% accuracy over 3 consecutive sessions. 
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Using EPIC 
SmartPhrase to 
Document Patient 
Progress
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Learning goals 
are included in 
daily progress 
note.



Patient Progress Note - Example
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Name: 
Date of Birth:
Medical Record Number: 
Age: 9-year-old   
Grade: 3rd grade   

Patient Status: inpatient
Patient Area: Rehab 

Services Provided By: School Program Teacher 
Session Location: Hospital Classroom

Learning Goal(s): 
1. _____ will be able to answer questions about key details in a text with at least 80% accuracy across 3 consecutive sessions.
2. _____ will be able to subtract multi-digit whole numbers with at least 80% accuracy across 3 consecutive sessions. 

MET GOALS
1. _____ will be able to add two-digit whole numbers with at least 80% accuracy across 3 consecutive sessions. - Goal met: 4/5/2024



Patient Progress Note - Example
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Subject Area(s) Addressed: 
❑  Reading/English Language Arts
❑  Mathematics 
❑  Science 
❑  Social Studies
❑  Robotics / Engineering 

Description of Session: School Program Teacher engaged patient in developmentally appropriate learning activities to target/practice 
number sense and computation skills . During session, _____ was able to subtract multi-digit numbers (with regrouping) with 70% 
accuracy. _____ continues to benefit from teacher modeling, visual supports, and memory aids. Patient was cooperative, attentive, and 
positive in mood. No caregivers  present during session. 

Patient Participation: Completed most/all instructional tasks

Plan: _____ will continue to participate in the hospital school program for 30-90 mins/day for 3-5x/week. 

Amount of time spent: 60 minutes

Time spent includes preparation of instructional materials.

Becca A Grysko, PHD
Special Education Teacher / School Liaison

4/17/2024     3:50 PM



School Transition Plan 
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• A school transition plan is developed for patients who are 

returning to school after cancer treatment or brain injury. 

• The school transition plan includes: 

• Diagnosis/Reason for Admission

• Areas of Concern/Deficits (as identified by 

neuropsychologist, OT, PT, SLP, etc.)

• Implications for Learning (including recommended 

accommodations)

• Other Considerations (e.g., activity restrictions, medical 

concerns/precautions)

• Copy of Recent Test Results (e.g., Kaufman Test of 

Educational Achievement, Neuropsychological 

Evaluation) → Provides school with information about 

student’s present level of academic achievement



Using EPIC SmartPhrase to 
Create School Transition Plans 
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Discussion Time

What types of assessments do 

you use with your patients? 
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Questions?

Rebeca Grysko, PhD, CBIS

Special Education Teacher / School Liaison 

Becca.Grysko@nemours.org

ASSESSMENT 101 FOR HOSPITAL TEACHERS

mailto:Becca.Grysko@nemours.org

	Default Section
	Slide 1: Assessment 101 for Hospital Teachers:  Identifying Patient’s Individual Learning Needs  Through Formal and Informal Assessment 
	Slide 2: Becca Grysko, PhD, CBIS 
	Slide 3: Learning Objectives 
	Slide 4: Data-Driven Instructional Cycle
	Slide 5: Importance of Assessment in  Hospital-Based Educational Programming 
	Slide 6: Types of Assessments
	Slide 7: Basic Phonics Skills Test (BPST)   
	Slide 8: Core Phonics Survey   
	Slide 9: San Diego Quick  Assessment (SDQA)   
	Slide 10: Qualitative Reading Inventory   
	Slide 11: IXL Diagnostic    
	Slide 12: KTEA - 3   
	Slide 13: Using EPIC SmartPhrase to  Document Assessment Results           
	Slide 14: Data-Driven Instructional Cycle
	Slide 15: Setting Individual  Learning Goals  
	Slide 16: S.M.A.R.T. Goals 
	Slide 17: Individual Learning Goals - Examples
	Slide 18: Using EPIC SmartPhrase to  Document Patient Progress
	Slide 19: Patient Progress Note - Example
	Slide 20: Patient Progress Note - Example
	Slide 21: School Transition Plan 
	Slide 22: Using EPIC SmartPhrase to  Create School Transition Plans           
	Slide 23: Discussion Time
	Slide 24: Questions?


